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The ‘Alberta Primary Care Research Networks Communiqué’ is a biannual newsletter 
highlighting upcoming events and opportunities from Albertan community-based 
primary care research networks. The intent of this publication is to engage clinicians, 
researchers, and interested stakeholders in Alberta and to highlight the work that is 
being done to promote and support primary care research. We encourage you to share 
this document with your colleagues. 
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CPCSSN-AB 
CANADIAN PRIMARY CARE 
SENTINTEL SURVEILLANCE NETWORK IN ALBERTA 

ONGOING PROJECTS & NEWS 

• A team of chart reviewers are currently aiding in the 
development of a new case definition (version 2) validation 
project! The project will develop case definitions for multiple 
sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, epilepsy, affective disorders, 
psychotic disorders, attention deficit disorder (ADD)/attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), diabetic retinopathy, 
stroke, congestive heart failure, community-acquired 
pneumonia, and opioid dependency. The anticipated 
completion date for this project is Summer 2019. Stay tuned 
for further updates!   
 

• CPCSSN Alberta team members (Neil Drummond 
and Rebecca Miyagishima) have recently published their 
work entitled “Antidepressant and antipsychotic prescribing 
in primary care for people with dementia” in the Canadian 
Family Physician journal.  
 

• A CPCSSN data loader for the Accuro EMR system 
is currently under development by CPCSSN AB data 
manager based out of the University of Alberta Mike 
Cummings.  
 

• Elaine Chan presented her CPCSSN-AH data linkage 
project at the Canadian Association on Gerontology 
conference. Elaine’s project analyzed linked data from 
CPCSSN-AB and the Alberta Health Services Acute and 
Community Care Information System to study associations 
between cholinesterase inhibitor medication and entry to 

long-term care in people living with dementia.  
 
CALLS TO ACTION  

• To learn more about CPCSSN-AB data or for more information on becoming a CPCSSN sentinel, 
please contact Kim Duerksen (NAPCReN) info@napcren.ca or Stephanie Garies (SAPCReN) 
sgaries@ucalgary.ca.  
  

NETWORK INFORMATION  
CPCSSN-AB is a collaboration 
between two networks that are 
dedicated to engaged scholarship 
and providing support for primary 
care research – in and on practice 
across Alberta.  

The two regional networks in 
Alberta are the southern CPCSSN 
network (SAPCReN), directed by 
Dr. Neil Drummond and the 
northern CPCSSN network 
(NAPCReN), directed by Dr. Donna 
Manca.  

CPCSSN-AB currently supports 
more than 300 clinicians across the 
province and extracts data from 
more than 377,000 patients.  

More CPCSSN information can be 
found on the national CPCSSN 
website: www.cpcssn.ca 
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AB SPOR PIHCIN  
ALBERTA STRATEGY FOR PATIENT ORIENTED RESEARCH  
PRIMARY AND INTEGRATED HEALTHCARE INNOVATION NETWORK 

 
2018 SPOR Summer Institute Conference  
The experiences and preferences of patients and their families 
are fundamental to furthering research. The Strategy for Patient 
Oriented Research Summer Institute is a yearly event in Alberta 
that brings together patients with researchers, clinicians, policy 
makers, and students. This conference provides a place to 
share research results, listen to patients’ perspectives and 
expectations, explore opportunities for collaboration, and 
discuss novel ways to disseminate knowledge to the 
community and knowledge users.  

 

Patient Engagement Task Force 
The Patient Engagement Task Force (PETF) was established 
by the PIHCIN National Leadership Council (LC) to explore 

ways to enhance patient engagement and to leverage the recent creation of the National Coordinating Office 
(NCO). Co-chaired by an Albertan Patient Advisor and the NCO Executive Director, the membership consists 
of patient representatives from the seven provincial networks as well as researchers and network managers. 
The PETF is currently developing a report on patient engagement principles and structures to support PIHCI 
Networks and advance patient engagement through a permanent body or council. 

New Project: A Scoping Review on Different Models of 
Allocating Funds to Facilitate Integrated Care 
Integrated care is a potential solution to overcome some of the major 
challenges faced by health and social care systems, such as service 
duplication and poor care coordination. Fragmented funding models are 
frequently cited as major barriers for the implementation of integrated care. 
This review will map existing evidence about different models of allocating 
funds to incentivize care integration and to reduce ineffective care and avoid 
costly adverse events. The project is led by Dr. Pierre-Gerlier Forest (photo) 
(University of Calgary); co-investigators include: Dr. Jason Sutherland 
(University of British Columbia), Dr. Ellen Nolte (London School of Hygiene), 
and Dr. Akram Khayatzadeh-Mahani (University of Calgary).  

NETWORK INFORMATION 
The SPOR PIHCIN is a network 

that aims to develop interprovincial 

primary care research through 

national SPOR PIHCIN funding 

opportunities.  

Our team includes clinicians, 

researchers and policy experts who 

support the development and 

implementation of evidence-based 

advancements in the delivery of 

primary and integrated health care 

across the care continuum.  

 

(Members of the 
AB SPOR 

PIHCIN Staff 
and Patient 

Representatives 
enjoy the 2018 

SPOR Summer 
Institute) 
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EnACt  
ENHANCING ALBERTA PRIMARY CARE 
RESEARCH NETWORKS   

NETWORK NEWS/OVERVIEW  
Our key findings “a principled approach for primary 

care transformation in Alberta” from two Cognitive Task 

Analysis projects have been met with much interest 

and excitement. The final report and Primary Care 

Network Strategic Forum presentation (September 

2018) are available on our website: 

www.primarycareresearch.ca 

NEW/ONGOING PROJECTS 
We are collaborating with Alberta Primary Care 

Networks, based on our work presented at Strategic 

Forum, to study the potential of teaching and using 

Cognitive Task Analysis with Improvement Facilitators 

to help support and move the patient’s medical home 

forward. 

 

Our work providing pre-award development and study 

support to primary care research in Alberta continues with projects such as KOASK (Knee Osteoarthritis 

and Self-management Knowledge), Family Physician Patient Volume, BedMed Initiative, Nurse 

Practitioners Practice Survey, Alberta Family Physician Electronic Endoscopic Reporting (AFPEE), and 

CPCSSN (Canadian Primary Care Sentinel Surveillance Network). More information is available on our 

website: www.primarycareresearch.ca 

 

We also look forward to future collaborations (pending funding awards) with Dr. Lindsay Crowshoe on 

IDEATE (InDigEnous heAlTh Equity) network for primary health care and policy research; Dr. Myles Leslie 

on implementing performance indicators for the patient’s medical home; and Dr. Sara Davison on the 

implementation and evaluation of an innovative integrated pathway. You can catch us in Banff at the Family 

Medicine Summit (March 2019) and in Halifax at CAHSPR (May 2019). 

 

NETWORK INFORMATION 

EnACt is an infrastructure dedicated to 
engaged scholarship and supporting 
primary care research – in and on 
practice- across Alberta.  

EnACt is led by Dr. Lee Green, Alberta 

Innovates Translational Health Chair.  

EnACt’s team includes: Tanya Barber, 

Research Coordinator; Nicole Olivier, 

Clinical Study Coordinator; Matt Taylor, 

Data Manager;  and Donna Sadeghi, 

Research Assistant. For more 

information on EnACt projects, please 

contact Tanya Barber: 

tkbarber@ualberta.ca 
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NAPCReN  
NORTHERN ALBERTA PRIMARY CARE 
RESEARCH NETWORK 

NETWORK NEWS 
• Diabetes Action Canada, part of the Canadian 

Institutes of Health Research SPOR Program in Chronic 
Disease, is thrilled to announce the launch of the 
National Diabetes Repository. The core elements of the 
repository use EMR data from existing CPCSSN primary 
care repositories in three provinces (Ontario –UTOPIAN; 
Alberta – NAPCReN and SAPCReN; Quebec –
RRSPUM).  This represents data for over 50,000 
patients with diabetes. The National Diabetes Repository 
will be a major step forward in the monitoring and 
treatment of diabetes in Canada by enabling discovery 
through research in a secure and controlled environment 
and NAPCReN is happy to be part of this partnership. 
For more information, please visit 
www.diabetesaction.ca.  
 

• NAPCReN is participating in a recently funded 
Quality Improvement study entitled SPIDER (Structured 
Process Informed by Data, Evidence and Research) that 
aims to assess the impact of SPIDER compared to usual 
care in reducing potentially inappropriate medications 
prescribed to patients aged 65 and older that are on 10 
or more medications.  Secondary objectives include 
measuring the impact of SPIDER on patient health 
related quality of life, healthcare costs and on provider 

satisfaction. For more information, please contact Allison at aboileau@ualberta.ca.  
 

CALLS TO ACTION 

• For more information on the previously mentioned projects or to learn more about NAPCReN 

data, please contact NAPCReN at info@napcren.ca.   

NETWORK INFORMATION  
The Northern Alberta Primary Care 

Research Network (NAPCReN) is a 

practice-based research network 

that participates in the Canadian 

Primary Care Sentinel Surveillance 

Research Network (CPCSSN). 

Dr. Donna Manca from the 

University of Alberta is the 

NAPCReN Director.  

NAPCReN’s team includes: 

Kimberley Duerksen (Research 

Coordinator), Allison Boileau  

(Research Assistant) and Brian 

Forst (Data Manager). 

More information can be found at 

www.napcren.ca 
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SAPCReN  
SOUTHERN ALBERTA PRIMARY CARE 
RESEARCH NETWORK  

NETWORK NEWS 
�  Congratulations to members of the Associate Clinic 
in Pincher Creek who co-authored a paper in 
Canadian Family Physician (Aug 2018) entitled “Team-
based co-management of diabetes in rural primary 
care.” http://www.cfp.ca/content/64/8/e346 
 
�  Thank you to all of those who attended the annual 
CPCSSN-SAPCReN-PICHIN dinner meeting on 
November 22, 2018 at the University of Calgary. 
Please visit the SAPCReN website for details about 
the 2018 annual meeting summary.  

ONGOING PROJECTS 
�  SAPCReN and the Health Quality Council of 
Alberta (HQCA) are developing joint reports, linking 
CPCSSN EMR data with administrative data holdings 
at HQCA. This first pilot report will focus on patients 
with COPD and will test the feasibility of issuing more 
joint reports in the future. 
 
�  The SAPCReN-CPCSSN database is currently 
being mapped to a common data model developed by 
the Observational Medical Outcomes Partnership 
(OMOP). This will give us access to many open-source 
coding and tools available for use, as well as 
opportunities to participate in international distributed 
analyses. 

 

CALL TO ACTION 
�  We are recruiting primary care clinics for a new study focused on kidney failure risk using 
educational tools, including an online risk prediction dashboard. If you are interested in this project, 
please contact Stephanie (sgaries@ucalgary.ca). 
 

NETWORK INFORMATION  
The Southern Alberta Primary Care 

Research Network (SAPCReN) hosts 

the Canadian Primary Care Sentinel 

Surveillance Network (CPCSSN) in 

southern Alberta.  SAPCReN 

undertakes epidemiological and 

health service research to answer 

questions driving from clinical 

practice.  

SAPCReN is housed in the 

Department of Family Medicine at the 

University of Calgary. Our team 

incudes: Dr. Neil Drummond 

(Director), Stephanie Garies 

(Assistant Director), Larka Soos (Data 

Manager) and Ashley Cornect-Benoit 

(Research Assistant).  More 

information about the SAPCReN team 

can be found on our website: 

www.sapcren.ca 

  



      6 

    

 

PRIMUS   
A PRIMARY CARE POLICY THINK-TANK 

NETWORK OBJECTIVES  
Primus has four main objectives: 1) to synthesize 
primary health care research to address issues of 
policy and best practice, 2) to facilitate 
interdisciplinary education and training, 3) to forge 
intra-provincial collaboration and partnerships and 4) 
to encourage development of patient-centered 
primary health care policies. 

CURRENT ACTIVITIES  
Primus is working in collaboration with a number of 
research and government entities based in Alberta, 
including the Canadian Primary Care Sentinel 
Surveillance Network (CPCSSN), the Alberta 
Strategy for Patient Oriented Research (SPOR) 
Primary and Integrated Health Care Innovation 
Network (PIHCIN) and Alberta Health. The Primus 
team works to appraise existing programming and 
policies as well as consider future policy needs 
within the primary health care policy landscape. 
Findings are disseminated through the publication of 
policy briefs and engagement with stakeholders, 
including policy-makers, primary health care 
practitioners and patients. 

The two main focal points of Primus’ activities are 
promotion of interdisciplinary collaboration and education as well as the integration of the Patient-
Centered Medical Home (PMH) framework in health system planning and delivery.  

LEARN MORE ABOUT PRIMUS  
The Primus website is currently under development and will be available soon! Please contact 
Neil Drummond (ndrummon@ualberta.ca) or Rebecca Miyagishima (rcleonar@ualberta.ca) for 
further information.   
 

WHAT IS PRIMUS? 

Primus is an independent think-

tank located in the Department of 

Family Medicine at the University 

of Alberta to examine issues 

facing Alberta’s primary health 

care decision-makers, evaluate 

health policy and undertake 

knowledge translation for 

research taking place within our 

community.  

Primus’ mission is to support 

evidence-based primary health 

care development in Alberta and 

support the transformation of 

primary health care in the 

province. 

 
 


